We have no grounds to confirm or to contend this. How-
over, if st^ps were taken to ensure a proper development
of Germany's peace industries in the Ruhr and other parts
of Germany, taxpayers outside of Germany would nothaive
to bear any burden of expenditure on Germany's needs,
Consequently, it is necessary to provide these opportunities
for the development of German peace industry, by raising
its level, and by fixing definite targets for the advance-
ment of the steel industry and coal industry, as well as of
other German industries.

V. GERMAN ECONOMIC UNITY AND
THE ALLIED POWERS
We are now discussing the question of Germany's
economic unity. It is a ripe question. We should strive to
ensure 'the economic unity of Germany and a suitable
development of her peace industry under the joint control
of the Allied Powers.
Already at Potsdam, the Soviet Government proposed
the establishment of a central German administration,
through which better conditions could be provided for
Germany's economic unity. This proposal was, however,
rejected. Now we are again being told of the importance
of ensuring Germany's economic unity and of the undesir-
ability of partitioning Germany into two halves. The So-
viet Government fully agrees that it is impermissible to
split Germany into two halves, and it wilt strive for a
decision guaranteeing Germany's economic unity. There
are no responsible persons in the Soviet Union who favour
the splitting of Germany or, let us say, the separation of
the western part of Germany from the rest of her territory.
Snch views are alien to the Soviet Union.
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